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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
This outline is intended to give a brief idea of
the progress of Negro education in Grimes County from 1887
to 1957.
The author of this study has identified with Negro
Public Schools of Grimes County for a period of more than
fifty years, and have worked steadily and earnestly as a
Negro educator in various schools of Grimes County since
1887. This interest impels him to attempt to develop this
subject.
Eor a period of twenty years from 1887 to 1907, the
progress in Negro education in Grimes County had an upward
trend, although the progress has been very slow. The prin*

cipal agency by and through which education was sought was
the public school.
Prom 1908 to the present time, progress in a
larger way has been made, and in this outline the writer shall
try to develop these facts.
Brief Hietbry of Grimes County
Grimes County was created in 1846 by the First Legislature
of the State of Texas as the result of a petition from the
people of western Montgomery County. The petition embrased
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A request tliat the new County "be named Grimes in honor of
Jesse Grimes.

The petition was granted and an act was passed

April 6, 1846, creating the new County.
A lively controversy developed in this new County
over the location of the County seat.

Henry Kanthorp, then

a prominent business man and landowner at Alra -lira (now
Anderson) offered to donate land for the site, but as several
communities were contending for the honor, the Legislature
ordered that an election be held to determine the location.
On the day of the election each of the contesting communities
prepared a free dinner and provided other forms oi amusements
for the voters with purpose of inducing them to vote
in its favor.
The majority of the voters registered their preference
for the Kanthorp location.

A town site was surveyed a little

north of the old town of Alra Mira,. The new town was named
Anderson in honor of Kenneth Anderson, the last vice president
of the Republic of Texas.
Origin of Schools in Grimes County
Records in the office of the County Clerk of Grimes
County show that school districts for public education were
established May 16, 1854.

The matter of organization and

maintenance of the schools was under the direct control of
the County Judge and Commissioners1 Court.
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It was the duty of the tax assessor of the County to
enumerate the children of the County, between the ages
of 8 and 14, and upon his enumeration, the State Board of
Education would set aside or appropriate funds for the
support and maintenance of the schools.

This provision ap

plied to white children since Negroes were their slaves.
However after the adoption of the Constitution of 1876
the same provision applied to Negroes.
The schools were usually taught in a church and
had practically no school equipments.
The test of qualifications of teachers was determined
by

a County Board of Examiners, who were appointed by the

County Judge.

Most all who had a proficient Knowledge in

the elementary school subjects were given a penult to teach
school.
The principal subjects taught were reading, writing,
spelling, arithmetic, history and geography.

Special

attention was given to the intellectual and moral training
of the children, and considerable advancement was made
along this line of the teachers' endeavors.
The Purpose of this .Study
With the crying need for preparedness among
Negro teachers, and in view of the fact that education will,
fit one better for living, the writer is attempting to show

I
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the progress that has been made during the past fifty years
in Grimes County, Texas. His sincere desire is that his
race will be inspired to continue to strive for higher
ideals, and acquire those habits, skills, attitudes that
will bring all concerned into favorable consideration in
being permitted to perform the duties of life.
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CHAPTER II
DEVELOPMENT OF SCHOOLS FROM 1892 TO 1937
The office of the County Superintendent was
created September 16, 1892. W. L. Cambell was appointed
Superintendent with a salary of ^1000 per year.
In 1907 a new county Superintendent law was passed by
the State. J. Thomas Davis became County Superintendent
of schools. Some of the perplexing problems that confronted
him were proper provis£N6gro children,
the problem of textbooks, inadequate housing for Negro
schools and poor standard of teachers. He found that the
attendance of schools of the Negro children to be very poor
and in most cases the parents were indifferent about their
children attending school. He tried to solve this problem
by reaching the parents of the children and impressing them
the importance of sending their children to school regular
ly. His first effort to reach the parents were through
the Negro teachers in the teachers' institute. In this
meeting he asked the teacher to say to their patrons that
he was anxious for them to assume an ambitious attitude for
their children. A favorable response was given by the
teachers.
At this time parents were required to furnish
textbooks for their children. Many parents showed little
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interest in tliis matter, and did not provide textbooks for
their children.

However he encouraged the teachers to per

mit the pupils to study together.
An attempt was made to solve the problem 01 housing
through the trustees.

He urged the trustees of the County

to adopt such measures as possible to make the houses com
fortable, and consolidate schools wherever necessary in
order to promote better efficiency in housing their pupils.
Many school houses were improved during his administration
with better equipments for pupils to do their school work.
The problem of poor standard of teachers was solved
by urging the trustees to employ the best Negro teachers
available, and not allow any prejudice or favoritism to
enter into employment.

The trustees were sympathetic in this

matter and cooperated to the extent of obtaining the best
Negro teachers possible for the County.

Many young Negro

teachers were inspired to become better prepared for their
task.
The County Superintendents succeeding 3". Thomas Davis
were W. S. Barrow, J. C. Crutchfield, M. A. McDonald and
Miss Lizzie Grissett.

All these maintained high standard

of teaching as set forth him, and the work of the Negro
schools accomplished much in the way of advancement.
During the administration of Superintendent George
P. Barrow, there were three important accomplishments.

The

first was the erection of a Rosenwald Building for Negroes
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at Singleton Texas,

Two others were started "but were not

completed during, his term of office.
In 1921 a plan was given to the Negro teachers in their
County Institute as follow:

The plan was that each teacher

"be assessed five dollars toward the payment of the Countys'
part of the salary to employ a Home Demonstration Agent
for Negroes,
The teachers accepted the plan, thus the first Home
Demonstration work among Colored people begun in Grimes
County.

Through the efforts of the Demonstrator and teach

ers who were interested in industrial work, there was con
siderable progress made during this first year in practical
education in rural schools.
activities of her work.

Canning was one of the important

Rug making and other practical

problems followed.
The Home Demonstrator had an elaborate exhibit at the
first Grimes County Fair in 1921.

The Commissioners Court

members were interested in this exhibit, and when they found
that the County's part of the Demonstrator's salary had been
financed by the Negro teachers they decided they would pay
same and relieve the Negro teachers of the financial
responsibility of industrial work.
The third accomplishment was the organization of
the first Negro Interscholastic League of Grimes County.
The activities carried out the regular features of the white
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Interscholastic League and at the same time added many con
tests along industrial lines that were not included in the
white League at the time.
singing.

One added feature was Choral

The idea was to promote the singing of "Negro

Spirituals" for their own enjoyment.

A cash prize of five

dollars was awarded the winning school by the County
Superintendent.
Interesting changes in Negro education during the
administration of Miss Elizabeth Siddall, Superintendent of
Schools of C-rimes County were as follows:
1. Better housing conditions
Six new buildings were constructed
and three old ones made more modern.
2. The first school bus for Negro children
was put in operation. This was operated
from Shiro to Navasota.
'
5, The first Leanes teacher was
authorized by the County School
Board.
4. The yearly teacher replacement was
reduced due to the improvement in
professional training of teachers.
5. High School tuition for Negro children
was increased.
6. Better understanding on the part of the
County trustees of the problems of the
County School program.
Since the administration of Superintendent M. B. Thomas
who went into office 1934, there are twenty-eight schools
with thirty-nine teachers employed.

The average school term
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is seven months.

The maximum salary paid the teachers is

$600,00; the minimum is $300,00.
high school work.

Six of these schools do

Nineteen of these schools are one teacher

schools, eight are two teacher schools, and one a three
teacher school.
Of the Independent Districts there are six schools with
thirty-one teachers employed.
eight and one half months.

The average school oem is

All these schools do high school

work.
Of these schools, one is a twelve teacher accredited
High School (Navasota High School, Navasota, Texas), one
eight teacher school, one five teacher school, one three
teacher and one two teacher and one, one teachex.
Manual Training, Home Ecomonics and special instructions
in Athletics are taught in four of these schools and in one
school a full time Vocational Agriculture teacher is employed.
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CHAPTER III
THE NAVASOTA COLORED SCHOOL SINCE 1918
The school has maintained a high standard for a
long time. This is the result of the work of very literal
"boards of trustees, supervision of progressive superintendents,
conscientious teachers, interested parents and anxious students.
The building then was a two story brick. The faculty for
1918-19 consisted of a principal and six teachers. The
principal open school with three of these six teachers

pre

sent. One was added to fill a vacancy and the others were
put to work as the children came in from the cotton fields.
This plan was changed in 1919 and all teachers were on hand
at the opening of school.
The school was organized on a 5-4-5 plan. The entire
enrollment was about four hundred and fifty for 1918-19 with
forty in the high school. There were nine graduates in the
class of 1919. This was a typical high school in which the
work was largely preparatory for college.
Latin, composition and rhetoric, algebra, geometry and
other subjects, some of which rightly belonged in the
elementary department made up the course of study for the
high school. The latin books were placed on the shelf in
1919 and the time was given to another year in composition
and rhetoric and one year in American Literature. The
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elementary subjects were gradually taken out of the high
school and arranged in their proper places while high
courses were introduced. This school continued on a purely
academic order until 1922 when manual training and home
economics were in on a very small scale. At first the
teacher of Home Economics was employed on part time for two
or three months. The salary of the teacher and the equipment
were provided out of funds raised from public entertainments
while the principal collected private tools and made the
beginning in manual training. The work was conducted in this
way for two years. The board was induced to make provisions
for this work.
The State Department through its representative Mr. G.
T. Bloudworth, made a donation with which tools and equip
ments irere bought for the departments. In 1925 another do
nation was made on a workshop. In 1927 a donation was re
ceived from the Rosenwald Fund to aid in erecting a building
for home economics. In January 1928, the Home Economic
Department began its operation in a comfortable well equipped
building with a full time teacher, and a full time teacher
was placed in charge of the Manual Training. Home Economics
is taught in keeping with the State plan.
This work is subsidized by the State. Drawing
(mechanical) and work and -wood finishing along with related
studies are taught in the shop. No subsidy comes to the shop.
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The fourth year high school was added in 1929, and the
course of study was rearranged to meet the requirements of
the State Department of High Schools. A four room Rosenwald
building was erected in 1930. This together with the Home
Economics Department. The two story building houses the
elementary school. The office of the State Department of
Education sent out notice in 1955 that the school was rated
as class B which entitles graduates from the high school to
enter freshman college without examinations.
During this time the work has grown and the faculty
has been increased to twelve teachers besides the principal.
A private bus makes the trip daily from Shiro picking up
children along the way until it reaches Navasota with some
thirty-five or forty pupils. This transportation was begun
in 1935. Advanced students come here from all parts of the
County, and in addition the school draws a large number of
students from the adjoining Counties.
The highest enrollment for any single year during
this time was 550 pupils, while the largest high school en
rollment has been 180. The largest class of graduates for
one year was 57.
Navasota students have made splendid records in
college ranking favorably with those from the largest cities
in the state. Some graduated with honors from some of the
leading colleges of the country. Por a number of years the
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the school has offered a part time course in homemaking
for persons who have graduated or left school and are out
in service. This course is of great value to both the em
ployer and employee. Those completing the course are given
a certificate showing that they have satisfactorily completed
the work. This class has kept up a good attendance all along.
The school has furnished quarters for an entension
school conducted by Prairie Yiew College for the benefit and
convenience of students above high school level who want to
continue their education. With the exception of two years
or three years, the extension school has operated continously since 1927.
Athletics while not over stressed, have been given
a place in the school life of the children. Baseball, basket
ball, volley ball, soft ball and tennis have been the princi
ple sports. Quite a lot of interest has been manifested in
track and field. The main objects have been to make the work
practical so that well rounded citizens will be developed.
The school is a member of the first Interscholastic
League Meet and have not failed to participate in one of them.

Its walls are decorated with many pennants from the State

Meet.
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CHAPTER IV
JEANES WORK IN SCHOOLS OF
GRIMES COUNTY

The first Leanes Supervisor of Grimes County came
during the year of 1952-53. The County did not pay a part
of her salary, but the Supervisor from the State Department
of Education knowing the necessity of a supervisor for Negro
schools offered to send a supervisor to this County and pay
her salary. The County Board accepted this proposition.
Miss Alberta Fucles, Austin, Texas was appointed the
first Supervisor, and much good was accomplished through
her efforts to make better the conditions among Negro teachers,
patrons and children. During the first year of her admini
stration, she with the help of Doctor Thompson, Negro
physician, (deceased) held free clinics in the public schools.
She made visits to schools and homes and stressed sanitary
surroundings, yard beautification and things in general for
the welfare of the race.
At a meeting held August 22, 1933, the County School
Board realized the effective work of such a supervisor and
readily consented to pay her part for employment of such.
Mr. Gordon Worley, special supervisor was present explaining
in detail the work of the Leanes teacher and offering the same
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money as was donated the previous year, providing the assess
ing of each Negro child twenty-four cents of his per capita
apportionment in order to continue the service. This assess
ment was authorized to he made and thus Grimes County is reap
ing the rich results of such a worker among Negroes. At
present there is a very efficient Supervisor, Mrs Mary T.
Birdwell. She has served two years successfully and the work
is growing favorably under her efficient management.
The Jeanes Supervisor of Schools in Grimes County has her
goal, "The Best in Education for Every Child and Adult in
Grimes County." Her objectives are
1. Self Improvement
2. Improvement of Class Room Instruction
3. Improvement of Rural Health
4. Tmrrovement of School Plant
5. Promotion of Live and Home Program
These achievements have been noted, 95$ of teachers attend
summer school, 50$ of teachers are members of State Teachers1
Association, 95$ read educational periodicals. Six schools
receive Rural School aid.
Three new schools houses have been built, twelve hundred
dollars have been spent for improvement of rural schools.
Eight schools have improved their school grounds. Health
examinations have been given all rural children who attend
ed school in 1936-37. Four school wells have been dug on
school grounds. Two busses transfer children to high schools.
Two hundred dollars have been spent for libraries.
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CHAPTER Y
ROSENWALD SCHOOLS IN GRIMES COUNTY
Tliere are six Rosenwald buildings in Grimes County
for the education of Negro Youths provided by the Rosenwald
funds.

These buildings are located at the following names,

places with the following names, persons as teachers.
1. One red brick, four-teacher building, Navasota, Texas.
Professor W. E. Jones, Principal
2. One frame, four-teacher building, Anderson, Texas.
Professor A. S. Terrell, Principal.
3. One two-teacher frame, Navasota, Texas (rural)
Mrs. C. M. Walker, Principal.
4. One two-teacher frame, Courtney, Texass
Professor Erank Jackson, Principal.
5. One one-teacher frame, Singleton, Texas
Miss Maggie Philio, Principal
6. One one-teacher frame, Shiro, Texas (rural)
Mrs M. Oliphant, Principal.
These buildings are all well constructed, painted
and constructed as to plans given by Mr. Rosenwald.

They

are being well kept and each year the first Friday in March
is known as Rosenwald Day.

Programs are rendered and plans

are discussed for improvement, beautification and upkeep of
these buildings.

17
CHAPTER VI
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

In view of the fact that 110 records were made of the
early development of Negro education in Grimes County, very
scant information is given of the early progress.

On the

whole the writer has received the most whole hearted

co

operation and assistance from the State Department of Education,
former Superintendents of Grimes County, records of present
County Superintendents office, Principal of Navasota High
School and the present leanes Supervisor of Grimes County,
and records of the County Clerks' office.

Early history of

Grimes County was given by Blair.
There is no authentic record of the number of
students who attended institutions of higher learning both
within and without the State.

However there is a record

from the office of the register from Prairie View College
which gives the number of seven hundred and sis who matric
ulated in that institution since 1900.

This fact alone shows

that progress has been made along educational lines.
One can realize that progress been made in that of the
early schools were not graded, but lessons were taught the
pupils from books, but now the schools are all graded and in
most cases a textbook is provided for each grade.
Parent formerly furnished children with their books and
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and as a result some children were often without the required
hooks hut the State free textbook law passed in 1919,

all

hooks are furnished to children and as a result children are
able to do thorough work and thereby fit themselves for better
living and service.
The Compulsory School Law, according to which
children of certain ages are required to attend school a
required number of days during each school tern, has proven
a decided aid in the progress of Negro education in Grimes
County.
The school busses and lateral roads Y/hich are better
have had a tendency to aid in the progress of Negro education.
Often children were too far from a high school to attend withgreat inconvenience, but with the aid of busses and better
roads, children twenty miles or more go to school every day
and thereby have the privilege of higher learning.
The professional training of teachers has also been
improved.

In former days teachers were not required to go

to school, but if any one had a fair knowledge of elementary
subjects, a permit was given such a one to teach.

Later

teachers were permitted to take an examination given by the
County Board of Examiners.

With the present State require

ments for certification, teacher are more progressive.
of the teachers of the County have College training.
teachers have degrees.

95$

Twenty

Many teachers take correspondence

courses, attend summer schools, extension schools and read
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educational literature.
On a whole progress has shown itself in the character
of work "being well done and the material development along
social and vocational lines. Negro children are being taught
not only how to live, but to make a living. Teachers have
lived to serve, and their training has and will be for
better service.

20

CHAPTER VII
RECOMMENDATIONS POR FURTHER DEVELOPMENT
OF NEGRO EDUCATION
Although Negro education in Grimes County has made
progress during the last fifty years, there is plenty oppor
tunity for greater progress especially during this rapidly
developing era when work days and weeks even for the farmers
have teen reduced almost to hankers, thus creating an
abundance of leisure time when there is so much need for
adult education due to lack of employment; when all the minds
are focused on new inventions in the world of science creating
a great need for specialization. And finally why so many
rural schools are being crowded to their capacities because
pupils no longer have to spend time out of school helping
with the farm work.
On the basis of all these changes the writer makes the
following recommendations for further improvement of schools
in Grimes County:
1. That teachers take special training along the
line of their profession and thereby become more
efficient to meet the educational needs of this
changing order.
Efficiency is the key-note to complete success in all
endeavors. Study to be skillful and learn to organize and
systematize work in order that interest may be secured.
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2. That high school pupils should be encouraged
to choose some definite vocation and the course
of study should be adopted to accomplish this
end.
Truly the guidance of efficient teachers, the environment
and the native ability of the pupil will help greatly in
aiding him to make a proper choice.
5. Since the Federal Government is now giving an
opportunity for adults who have to
during
the day to attend evening school and thereby
secure an education.
The writer recommends that the school board join hands
with the federal government and aid in giving supplies for
such training; that buildings be adequately constructed for
adult training and that adults be encouraged to take ad
vantage of the opportunities offered them.

This opportunity

advocates the organization and maintenance of the schools and
keep them alive by attending them, and thus fulfill or carry
out the purposes or aims whereby the schools were pemitted
to be established.
4. Finally, since one of the aims of objectives
to be accomplished in an education is health,
that health conditions for Negroes throughout
the County be stressed and the importance em
phasized over and over in all grades of the
school, and that special observance be given
Negro Health Week that was instituted by our
matchless industrial leader of industrial
education.

